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Decolonisation via UN C-24 
 
The UN Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples provides 
the required legal linkage between self-determination and its goal of decolonisation. Practically all 
territories which have decolonized since the UN Charter was created have done so through the 
processes of self-determination. 
 
Scots are a People: Self-determination of ‘a people’ is a cardinal principle of the UN Charter. We 
Scots well fit the definition of ‘a people’ which is related to their holding to the same specific 
traditions, culture, ethnicity, history and heritage, language, sense of identity, will to constitute a 
people, and common suffering.   
 
Is Scotland a Colony? Scotland was not considered a colony by the UN in 1960 when the de-
colonisation process was underway, because the UK government submitted that Scotland was an 
equal willing partner in a Union of two sovereign states.  
 
But we know that Scotland is not regarded as an equal willing partner in the Union, both from 
everyday lived experience and because as an equal partner it should be a simple matter for Scotland 
to dissolve the Treaty of Union – and that is patently not the case. 
 
Colonialism typically involves three defining features. 
 
The policy or practise of acquiring full or partial political control over another country: It is 
indisputable that Westminster controls Scotland politically and is therefore in effect Scotland’s 
“administering power” 
 
Occupying the colony with settlers: Scotland has experienced substantial, long term and rising 
occupation by settlers mainly from England coupled with significant displacement of its own people 
– and thus exhibits the 2nd defining feature of a colony 
 
Economic Exploitation: The instances of economic exploitation of Scotland by the “administering 
power” are too many to list here in full. Land Ownership, Resource Theft/appropriation – Oil & 
Gas, renewables, industrialisation followed by exploitative de-industrialisation. 
 
Taken on the basis of these three defining features of colonialism, there is little doubt that Scotland 
should be considered a colony of England. 
 
Independence is Decolonisation: 
 
The Declaration on Granting Independence to all Colonial Countries and Peoples was adopted by 
the UN General Assembly in 1960. The Declaration’s juridicial status is one of the imperative 
principles of international law, and is binding on UN members. 
 
Achieving Independence via UN Decolonisation International Law: 
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The Scottish Government should move to have Scotland listed on the list of  UN “List of Colonies 
to be De-Colonised” and should initiate the de-colonisation route to Independence, and remove the 
“scourge of colonisation” from the people of  Scotland. 
 
Currently the UN has Listed 17 Non-Self-Governing Territories (NSGTs) which remain to be 
decolonized. This task involves continued dialogue between the Administering Powers, and the 
peoples of the respective territories. 
 
In order for a NSGT to be Listed for Decolonization the territory first has to be proposed by a UN 
Member State. Thereafter efforts can be made to bring about decolonisation through negotiation 
with the Administrative Power and/or via democratic means. 
 
Whilst Scotland is arguably not a colony constitutionally, its relationship with the UK is to all 
intents and purposes colonial in nature and effect, and Scottish sovereignty is not respected. Scots 
therefore have the right to independence and self-governance  
 
Advantages: 
Clear process under International law and would be recognised by every UN member. 
 
Threat of the de-colonising process could shame England into recognising the right of Scotland to 
dissolve the Union 
 
Sue for reparations 
 
Disadvantages: 
 
The shame of having let our country be colonised, some Scots will find this hard to accept. 
 
 


