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Referendum Without A Section 30 Order. 
 

A referendum held entirely under the aegis of the Scottish government. 

In the event that a Section 30 order is refused by the UK Government, or 
if the Scottish Government considers that a Section 30 order is not 
required for it to hold an independence referendum, or if it decided that 
requesting a Section 30 order was harmful to its own status as an elected 
government, then the Scottish Government could decide to hold an 
independence referendum without the consent of the UK Government.  
 
Advantages: The Scottish government would to an extent be asserting its 
right as the sole parliament representing the sovereign Scottish people to 
implement the right of the Scottish people to self-determination.  
 
International recognition of the referendum result would likely be 
forthcoming especially if a Section 30 order had already been refused.  
 
Disadvantages: These include the probability that UK government or pro-
union political parties in Scotland could challenge the legitimacy of the 
referendum in the courts on the basis that holding a referendum on 
independence is outwith the competence of the Scottish Government. 
They could cite the precedent that the 2014 SG accepted the need to 
request the consent of the UK Government in order to hold a referendum.  
 
Any lengthy legal process could take away the ability of the Scottish 
government to properly organise a referendum, especially with regard to 
the date, but also the arrangements for the count. In addition, the pro-
Union factions within the Scottish Parliament and the electorate could 
threaten to boycott the vote and thus question the legitimacy of the 
referendum outcome.  
 
Even though the referendum would be organised and run entirely by the 
Scottish government, possibly with UN observers, the UK government 
would inevitably interfere, and given its deep involvement within Scotland 
it would undoubtedly attempt to influence the outcome, in tandem with 
the UK-owned mainstream media and especially the UK State Broadcaster 
the BBC. 
 
 
 
 


