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Historical Background
The Nation of Scotland has a long history which can be traced back to 892AD. The
sovereignty of the Scottish People was established by the declaration of Arbroath in
1320AD and again in the Claim of Right in 1689AD.

The Claim of Right to self-determination has been reaffirmed many times including on
4th July 2018, when the House of Commons officially endorsed the principles of the
Claim of Right, agreeing that the people of Scotland are sovereign and that they have
the right to determine the best form of government for Scotland's needs.

It is therefore beyond any doubt that Scotland is a Sovereign Nation and that the
people of Scotland are a Sovereign People, and that they and they alone can
determine the form of governance they so choose.

The Current Situation
The current Scottish Parliament was elected by the Scottish People in a general election
on May 6th 2021, and comprises a majority of MSPs whose parties declared their
support for Scottish Independence in their manifestos for that general election.

This majority empowers the Scottish Parliament to seek independence, and the
Scottish Government has indicated that it will pursue the referendum route to achieve
that end, whether the proposed referendum is held with or without a section 30
request to the UK Government. However by the power vested in it by the sovereign
Scottish people the Scottish Government can choose to use whatever democratic
means it deems suitable to achieve its goal of independence.

The Course of Action proposed by The Scottish Sovereignty Research Group:
SSRG proposes that the Scottish Parliament declares that it  is  the only parliament
which represents the sovereign will of the Scottish People. As such it should pass a
motion to declare that Scotland as a sovereign nation is withdrawing with immediate
effect from the Treaty of Union with England, citing some of the ways in which the UK
(English) Government has broken the terms of the Treaty over the years, and
continues to do so in respect of Brexit and the Internal Market Bill among others.

It has been argued by some that the independence majority in the Scottish Parliament
was not elected with a mandate to withdraw from the Treaty of Union and therefore
may not pursue this route.

This argument is incorrect. Elected governments are empowered, and indeed required,
to take whatever actions they see fit to best serve the interests of their electorate and
the nation they represent.

The Scottish Government is on record with frequent declarations that independence is
the only real solution to the serious problems facing the country. They should be aware
that as these problems increase and UK constitutional obstacles continue to impede
progress,   they already hold the power to implement the solution they continually
advocate.
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The 2-Year Transition Period

The 2-year transition period between a declaration of sovereignty and full
independence will see the following essential key tasks being undertaken among a host
of others.

1. International recognition
Widespread International recognition is essential to Scotland being recognised as a
sovereign independent nation. The Scottish Government will immediately seek
recognition from other nations and international organisations.

2. Membership of EFTA and re-entering the European Economic Area (EEA)
The Scottish Government will immediately apply to join EFTA (European Free Trade
Association), which currently comprises Norway, Iceland, Switzerland, and
Liechtenstein. Recent expert advice from within EFTA informs us that Scotland would
be rapidly accepted into EFTA, membership allows Scotland to join the EEA (European
Economic Area). Being in the EEA permits Scottish producers to export into the EU
Single Market without the need for customs tax or tariffs, in effect free movement of
goods and services, thus reversing the damage inflicted on Scotland’s economy by
Brexit. The Scottish Government will need to agree protocols with the EU covering
Scottish Agriculture and Fisheries. This will give Scottish producers access to the EU
Single Market. The Scottish Government will need to agree access to the EU Customs
Union if Scottish business and trade is to be supported.

UPDATE: EFTA and the UK signed a free trade deal in June 2021 which means that
when Scotland joins EFTA it will be a party to that trade deal and effectively be in a
free trade arrangement with England.

3. Freedom of Movement
Membership of the EEA will reinstate reciprocal rights of all EEA citizens and Scottish
citizens to freedom of movement and other rights

4. Higher Education – Erasmus Scheme
Membership of the EEA will enable full reinstatement of the full benefits of the Erasmus
Scheme for Scottish students to study in the EU and EU students to study in Scotland.

5. Direct Trade Links
Scottish Trade with the EEA requires direct transport links with the EU Single Market.
The Scottish Government should support the establishment of direct sea ferry links
between Scottish ports and EU and EFTA markets. (Ireland has successfully
established direct ferry routes to the EU following the UK Brexit)

6. State Pensions
The Scottish Government will introduce measures to increase the Scottish State
Pension to the level of the EU average pension within a reasonable period of time. (The
UK currently has the lowest State Pension in Europe)
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7. Free Movement between Scotland and England for People and Trade.
The Scottish Government will support free movement of people across the border
between Scotland and England during the Transition Period and thereafter in a
common travel area. As a result of the June 2021 free trade deal between EFTA and
the UK there will be a free trade arrangement between Scotland and England from the
start of the transition period, and this would continue following the transition period.

8. Building the Infrastructure of Government
The Scottish Government will build all necessary Scottish state infrastructures,
including defence, taxation and welfare, international relations, currency and
competent economic management.

9. National Assembly
The Scottish Government will establish a national assembly comprising all the talents
from the MSPs and MPs (MPs recalled from the House of Commons) and
representatives of all facets of Scottish civic society, business, industry and the law to
manage and implement the changes required during transition.

10. The Scottish Constitution
The Scottish Constitutional Convention will create a written constitution based on
current international best practice and the work already carried out. The Scottish
Government will adopt the agreed Scottish Constitution.

A Confirmatory Referendum
If as the Scottish government has stated there is to be a Referendum? Then SSRG
believes it should take place at the end of the 2-year transition period. The question
would be whether the Scottish people want to remain fully independent or enter into
a new treaty with England. The voters in a confirmatory referendum will have full
knowledge of what they are voting for and/or likely to lose if they voted to enter a new
Treaty of Union with England.
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